Kilmacolm Parish Church 26.01.2025

Theme: “The Church’s Manifest”
Luke 4:14-21

1 Corinthians 12:12-26

Let us pray,
Living and loving God,
we want to be your Church,

speak to us today, that all what we hear and all what is being said is Your Word for

us.

Amen

| wonder if you have noticed the “theme” of our service today.
Every Sunday, Mike puts the theme of the service on one of the first slides on our

screens.

Last Sunday | preached about “What is Church” — and thanks to Mike you can find
the transcript of my sermons on our church’s website.
This Sunday the theme is “The Church’s Manifest”.

And | would not be surprised if the word “manifest” raises one or two eyebrows.
According to the UK Parliament website,

“A manifesto is a publication issued by a political party before a General Election. It
contains the set of policies that the party stands for and would wish to implement if
elected to govern.”

But | wonder how many parties and politicians would rather not be reminded of their

party’s manifest once they are in charge.

Well, talking about political manifests seems like an odd way to begin a sermon on

chapter 4 of Luke’s Gospel.



We heard about Jesus’ return to his hometown of Nazareth at the start of his public
ministry.

Clearly, Jesus was not a political candidate in any elections.

In fact, what we read from the gospel of Luke this morning, took place in the town
synagogue.

It took place in a “religious” surrounding”.

You could say it took place in a “church”.

And most people expect that “the church” stays away from politics - for politics and
religion do not mix and inhabit different planets.

Really?

There in the synagogue, in this “religious place”, Jesus read form the prophet Isaiah.
This part of the book of Isaiah was written after Israel returned from its Babylonian
exile in 600 BC.

It was a time of restoration.

A time to rebuild villages, cities, and most importantly a time to rebuild God’s temple.

It was a time of enthusiasm and hope. But it also was a time of social conflicts.

The returnees found themselves in conflict with those who had remained in the
country and who now owned the land. And this resulted in conflicts over resources
and the form of government that should be set up.

In this time of restoration, enthusiasm, and hope,

God reminded those returning and those who had remained not to forget the poor,

the captives, the blind, the oppressed.

Even more:

Already in the first chapter of Isaiah, God announces through the prophet something
extraordinary:

God had “enough of burnt offerings”, “Bringing offerings is futile; incense is an
abomination to [him]” [Isa 1:12-13].

God commanded that the people, “Trample my courts no more” [Isa 1:12c], and that
they “learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead
for the widow” [Isa 1:17].

In Israel’s peculiar situation, returning from exile, restoring itself as a nation,

rebuilding the temple, God’s dwelling place on earth, the only place where, according



to their tradition, true worship can take place, in this situation God told them “His”
priorities, his agenda.
God proclaimed to them His “manifest”:

To care for those who are in physical and material need.

Now let us return to Jesus’ times:

All three so called synoptic gospels of Luke, Mark, and Matthew, tell us about Jesus
going into the synagogue in Nazareth and reading from Isaiah.

According to Luke this event is Jesus’ first occurrence in public.

After Jesus’ baptism and Jesus’ temptation, “filled with the power of the Spirit [...] he
[Jesus] began to teach in their synagogues” [Lk 4:14-15].

And there in his hometown Jesus read from Isaiah, and there he made a bold
statement:

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” [Lk 4:21].

One could say that according to Luke, after we read about the spiritual framing of
Jesus authority and ministry — the peculiar circumstance of his birth, his baptism, his

temptation — now Jesus reiterates God’s priorities, God’s “manifest” for humankind.

Now, of course, if we are afraid of “the church” becoming too political, it is an easy
way out to “spiritualise” this bible passage by saying:

Jesus is talking here of those who are spiritually poor and who are captive to sin and
blind to the truth of God.

But | think this would shy away from God’s radical agenda.

If this message which Jesus lived out in his ministry had been intended to be
spiritualised and de-politicized then Jesus would not have ended up being crucified.
He would have ended up in a retirement home for benevolent rabbis who had some
interesting things to say about God, the ‘spiritual life’, and the importance of being
nice to each other.

But crucifixion was for political subversives and in that sense, Jesus fully deserved it.
So ‘poor’ in this quote from Isaiah means poor.

Blind means those with physical handicaps, ‘Oppression’ means oppression,

particular the oppression that comes to those who end up at the bottom of a society.

This is God’s manifest for his church, for his people, and for us.

And admittingly, this is a challenging manifest.



In our secular society people wonder:
What is the purpose of “the church™?
What does the church stand for?

In his book “Mission in contemporary Scotland”, Liam Fraser provides an analysis
how The Church of Scotland changed from “having high levels of importance in
Scottish society to having low levels of importance”.

Liam describes how the church was the backbone of Scottish society until the midst
of the last century. Back then, the church was the dominant national institution which
cared for the poor. It was responsible for schooling, for moral discipline, it was the
“fabric” of Scottish society, it was highly political.

But with secularisation such “social” activities of the church were taken over by the
government, resulting that the church withdrew itself more and more to “spiritual

realms”.

Maybe it is time that we re-discover the church’s manifest, God’s manifest.

Maybe it is time that we re-discover what is our role in society, how we can make a
difference in our communities.

And maybe we as a newly formed congregation have now the opportunity to discern,
to agree on, to articulate, and start to implement “our” manifest, here for Kilmacolm.
And this may sound now so challenging, so burdensome, so “political’.

But let us not forget who we are as a church, who we are as a congregation.

Paul tells us that we are “One Body of Christ”. And how Paul describes the “Body of
Christ”, the church, is comforting but also surprising:

First, it is not “us” who have formed this body.

It is not “us” who maintains this body, but it is God himself.

Secondly, there is no hierarchy in God’s church.

“On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable” [1 Cor 12:22]

So, how do we bring this all now together?

How do we re-discover a manifest for the church, a manifest for our congregation.
No, sorry, | am wrong, listening to my own sermon | think | must rephrase:

How do we let God lead us to discern and rediscover his “manifest”.

And how do we follow God’s Spirit to implement his manifest in our church in our



community as “Body of Christ”.

As a new congregation | think we have a great opportunity.

Everyone, yes, everyone is needed.

Everyone, yes, everyone is to speak up.

All, yes, all what each one of you are doing, whether it is at the IT desk there in the
back, preparing the coffee, organising the outlook team, the Wednesday break, the
solas bereavement group, visiting house bounds, ringing the bell,all this is living

God’s manifest.

But we are also called to challenge ourselves where we can reach out into our
communities even more, to show into our community that being church is more than
“spiritualisation”.

So, in the weeks and months to come, let explore together how we together can
bring good news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.

How we together can proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.
| think this can be exciting!

Amen



